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effects of the great Church of Antioch, having with him Felix, count of
the largesses, or chief treasurer, and Elpidius, count of the private patri-
mony, that is, intendant of the demesnes, who were also apostates, Felix,
as he was viewing the rich and magnificent vessels which the Emperors
Constantine and Constantius had given to the church, impiously said,
" Behold with what rich plate the Son of Mary is served/' Count Julian
also profaned the sacred vessels in the most outrageous manner,1 and these
apostates made them the subject of their blasphemies and banter. Their
impieties did not remain long unpunished. Count Julian passed the follow-
ing night with much disquiet, and the next morning presented to the
emperor an inventory of what he had seized, and informed him of what he
had done with relation to St Theodoret. Herein he had no other view than
to please that prince. But the emperor told him plainly that he approved
not his putting any Christian to death merely on account of his religion, and
complained that this would afford an occasion to the Galileans to write
against him, and to make a saint and a martyr of Theodoret. The count,
who little expected such a reception, remained greatly confounded. The
fear with which he was seized permitted him not to eat much at the sacrifice,
at which he assisted with the emperor, and he retired to his own house,
much troubled in mind, so that he would take no nourishment. That
evening he felt a violent pain in his bowels, and fell into a grievous and
unknown disease. Philostorgius says he remained forty days without
speech or sense. He then came to himself and bare testimony of his
own impiety, for which he was thus severely punished; and pressed his
wife to go and pray for him at church, and to desire the prayers of the
Christians. He entreated the emperor to restore to the Christians the
churches which he had taken from them, and to cause them to be opened.
But he could not obtain from him even that favour, and received only
this answer, " It was not I who shut them up, and I will give no orders
to have them set open." The count sent him word that it was for his
sake that he had quitted Christianity, and now perished so miserably.
But Julian, without showing the least compassion, or fearing himself the
hand of God, sent him this answer: " You have not been faithful to the
gods; and it is for that you suffer such torments," At length the im-
posthumes, which spread very far, and the worms which gnawed him con-
tinually, reduced him to the utmost extremity. He threw them up without
ceasing, the three last days of his life, with a stench which he himself could
not bear. His nephew, Julian, lamented him as little when dead as he
had pitied him living, and continued to declare that this calamity befell
him because he had not been faithful to the gods.2

With what inexpressible horrors is the sinner seized when he finds

* Sec Tillexn. Hist. EccL t. vii. p, 395 ; Jortiu's remarks on Eccl. Hist, vol. iii. p, 277.
1 See the Acts of SS. Bonosus, &c., Aug. 21, t. viii.